High-caliber

lagnum'

aiming for 'Dynasty’

By MARIANNE
GOLDSTEIN
LOS ANGELES — It's
not that Tom Selleck
is unhappy that CBS
is trying to pump
some new life into his

six-year-old show,
e 17— it's
ju e's not 100

percent sure that'll he
wants to be around to
enjoy the success if
the show goes to an
eighth season,

“It's a little early to
tell what's going to be,
but I haven't closed
my mind to the possi-
bility of an eighth sea-
son,” said Selleck,
whose high-priced
seven-year contract is
up at the end of this
TV year.

“It was real impor-
tant to me to live up to
the terms of my con-
tract. CBS and Uni-
versal have been
more than fair with
me ~ they pay me a
fot of money, they
renagotiated my deal,
go for me to slip or
slide out of that com-
mitment would be
eompletely unethical.
{“I'm really looking
forward to this season
and seeing this whole
Httle scenario unfold-
ing and see what hap-
pens.”

; Selleck — who, statis-
tically is said the be the
gecond most popular
performer on television
(hehind his former
competition, Bill
Cosby) — came to LA
from Hawaii to talk to
4 national meeting of
TV writers, and admit-
ted that for small
gcreen stars “it's al-
ways a question of
when a show is going to
§e over, not if the show
will last forever.

: “Being a worse-case
planner, I've always
gontemplated life
after 'Magnum'" he
gaid. "I would like to
fo the seventh year
and make it the best
we've done.”

+ This last year has
been a most difficult
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gons pitted against
“The Cosby Show,”

and has been juggled
around -1he schedule
few

Next vsdson it will
be seen. Wednesday
nights at & p.m., oppo-
site ABC's “Dynasty
and twd NBC sitcoms
("Gimme a Break"”
and "You Again?"),

CBS has already an-
nounced plans to do

crossovers between
“Magnum” and two
other CBS shows,

“Murder She Wrote”
and “"The Equalizer.”
Selleck says he's look-
ing forward to both
experiences, neither
of which he sees as
network hype.

“I've always re-
sisted crossovers that
were just gimmicks,”
Selleck Baid. "I re-
spond to a good story.
Both crossovers are, I
think, real interesting
ideas in ‘terms of
chemistry.

“T'd kill to work with
either one of those ac-
tors (“Murder" star
Angela Lansbury and
Edward Woodward of
“The Equalizer"), so
they're not gimmicks
to help the ratings. I

_ think the audience will

respond to it and I
Ihink it'll be good for

‘ar

%1?1

S’ i e T et

Selleck continually
stressed what he felt
was the high quality
of his show, noting
that " ‘Magnum' got
where it was not be-
cause it was a show
with a red Ferrari
and some dogs and
me taking off my
clothes, but because
the scripts were good
and it's a show ahout
people” ."

One of those people —
unseen on the show
thus far is the
character of Robin
Masters, the mysteri-
ous owner of the pala- .
tial estate where Mag-
num lives, and owner
of the notorious red
Ferrari. Selleck says
that fans of the show
will get to learn mor
about Masters this sea.
son and that it migh
become “an ongoin
subplot” in the show.
(The voice of Masters,
heard in phone conver-
sations, was done by |
the late Orson Welles,
and Selleck said he was
unsure who, if anyone,
would be a replace-
ment).

But unlike “Dallas"
and “Simon & Simon"
both undergoing
facelifts for the fall —
Selleck promised that
on his show, “There
won't be any changes
for the sake of change;
‘Magnum’ has always
evolved. There won't
be an overall sense of
a change in style.”

And while he feels
that CBS has always
been enthusiastic
about the program, he
admits to having had
some problems with
competing against the
super-successful
"Cosby Show."

“I get letters that
say, 'l love your show,
g0 I watch Bill Coshy
and tape yours.” I've
written back to a few
and said, ‘Can you
watch ours -— espe- |
cially if you have a
Nielsen bhox on your
TV — and tape Cosby
for a while? ™
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